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When the Bible refers to money and 
our stewardship of material possessions, 
it often speaks in terms of principles— 
not promises or commands. Those who 
follow biblical principles receive the 
resulting benefits. Others, knowingly or 
unknowingly, fail to follow biblical 
principles and do not appropriate God's 
planned provision. The following inci-
dents illustrate two of the biblical prin-
ciples which are becoming increasingly 
significant to the writer. 
Don Zook is Associate Professor of Man-
agement and Business at Messiah College. 
Principle: God calls us first to give in 
faith, and then trust him for material 
provisions. He multiplies our gifts before 
they are returned back to us. 
Some of us are still stuck with Jacob 
back in Genesis 28:22: " and of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee." We want God to 
give to us first, and expect to give to him 
after we have plenty. 
But Jesus had a different pattern for 
giving. He said, "Give and it will be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; for the measure 
you give will be the measure you get 
back" (Lk 6:38). 
This principle of giving first to God is 
not only a New Testament principle. 
Proverbs 3:9-10 states, "Honor the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the first-
fruits of all thine increase. So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty. . . . " 
In I Kings 17:8-16, the widow of 
Zarephath received an unfailing supply 
of meal and oil—after obediently giving 
first from her meager supply. 
Paul stated, "But remember this—if 
you give little, you will get little. A 
farmer who plants just a few seeds will 
only get a small crop, but if he plants 
much, he will reap much" (2 Cor. 9:6, 
Living Bible). 
One appreciative person wrote about 
the testimony of an Aunt Mattie who 
helped her develop a conviction on 
tithing. She said "Aunt Mattie, who 
never married, devoted her life to home 
nursing and was in her prime during the 
Depression years. She experienced re-
verses. She lost all her material posses-
sions when the house she owned burned 
to the ground. People she worked for 
were negligent in paying her. Then she 
learned that God's way in the steward-
ship of money is the tithe. She said, 'I 
started to tithe. From then on, I always 
had money for the Lord, and to pay my 
bills. People paid me what they owed 
me. God saw to that.' " 
An experienced Christian in south-
eastern Pennsylvania wrote: "Through 
the years as my husband and I farmed 
and raised our family of five children 
and paid for their Christian education, 
we felt that our giving to the Lord was 
most sacrificial—so many places for 
each dollar. But that tenth wasn't ours— 
it belonged to God. 
"When I went shopping with a meager 
amount, having left the tenth at home, 
God always had a way of helping me 
stretch what I had with me. Without 
being obviously a bargain hunter, I had 
no problem finding money savers. 
"Now at retirement age we can say, 
'Why stop with the tenth?' " 
Another Christian shared this expe-
rience: "Almost 20 years ago our con-
gregation adopted an every-member 
planned giving program. At that time 
the Lord led me to make a faith-promise 
considerably above what I had been giv-
ing. At the end of the first year I discov-
ered that although my giving had great-
ly increased, I still had more left over 
than before. Every year since that time 
my giving has increased and the Lord 
has blessed in a marvelous way." 
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A farmer sent in this testimony of 
what God had done for him. 
"In 1973 I decided to tithe 10 percent 
of our gross income instead of 10 per-
cent of the net. I found out we just can-
not outgive the Lord. My debts started 
to disappear and the more I shoveled 
out to him, the more he shoveled back— 
and he had a bigger shovel! 
"In 19741 attempted to return 15 per-
cent of the gross to the Lord. It was 
wonderful seeing God work miracles in 
my behalf. After that I even got reckless 
and made a pledge of 20 percent of the 
gross to the Lord. Again there was more 
left over than ever." 
From southeastern Pennsylvania a 
factory worker shared this testimony: 
"During a time while working in a sew-
ing factory I was going through a diffi-
cult period, feeling deep resentment 
because of having to do many of the 
poor paying jobs that others did not 
want. 
"The resentment kept building up 
until one night when I knelt to pray. 
There was like a wall between God and 
me, making it impossible to pray. So 
thinking I would feel better after reading 
the Bible, I turned at random to 1 Peter 
2. When I read verses 18 to 25 the Holy 
Spirit showed I was wrong by being so 
selfish and not having a Christ-like 
spirit. Then my heart was contrite and 
penitent and I asked God's forgiveness 
and promised I would do whatever job 
was given me at work, and also surren-
dered to God the 9/10 of my income I 
had been withholding at heart. 
"I cannot describe the peace that God 
gave me. After that, instead of feeling 
resentment when given an unpleasant or 
difficult task, I actually felt a great bless-
ing instead. 
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"A short time later the boss came to 
me and told me he was giving me a raise. 
I thanked him, but was even more 
thankful to God because I felt it was 
from him, and the peace and victory I 
had was even more precious than the 
material gain." 
Principle: God uses money needs and 
freedom in giving to bring Christians 
closer together. 
"But that as a matter of equality 
your abundance at the present 
time should supply their want, so 
that their abundance may supply 
your want, that there may be 
equality. As it is written, "He who 
gathered much had nothing over, 
and he who gathered little had no 
lack" (2 Corinthians 8:14-15, 
RSV). 
Another reader shared these insights 
as a result of her experiences: 
"After my husband's hospitalization 
and temporary disability because of an 
accident, we found ourselves on the 
receiving end. That's something else. We 
learned the grace of giving, from God 
through others, but for us it had to be a 
two-way street. The first week I was 
back at the school where I work, a fam-
ily with two children in our building was 
burned out. The staff and students were 
collecting money and necessities for 
them, but I hadn't learned of it. Just 
after finding it out I saw the father in the 
school office. I felt I had to have a part in 
this too, so I got my purse and took out 
the biggest bill I had (a five-dollar bill), 
and folded it and slipped it into his 
palm, quietly giving him a word of 
encouragement. That made my day. 
"That afternoon I took my husband 
for a doctor's appointment. On the way 
home we stopped at a restaurant. Friends 
whom we hadn't seen for a long time 
'happened' to be there and invited us to 
eat with them, insisting on picking up 
the tab. God 'poured it back' the same 
day. Praise Him! 
"The blessing of helping our brother— 
and anyone in need—means a greater 
mutual love to God and man." 
The writer of this article is continuing 
to seek empirical accounts about God 
helping faithful stewards. If you want to 
share your experiences, please mail your 
written accounts to Dr. Donald R. 
Zook, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 
17027. 
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"I understand it is illegal to reproduce 
copyrighted material in any fashion," a 
pastor from upstate New York wrote in 
a letter to a publisher. "Yet for as long as 
I can remember, churches have mimeo-
graphed song sheets for banquets, meet-
ings, and conventions. 
"And youth groups have gotten to-
gether a collection of contemporary 
hymns and choruses and have mimeo-
graphed small songbooks, reproducing 
only the words," the pastor continued. 
"I think all of us in Christian ministry 
want to be law-abiding citizens, but we 
are not sure just what the law allows and 
what it does not allow." 
The moral issue, of course, is to rec-
ognize writing and music as the legiti-
mate property of their creators and to 
insure that they (and their publishers) 
receive fair compensat ion for their 
efforts. Most Christians would not take 
a candy bar or a pocketknife for which 
they had not paid, yet many have not 
developed a conscience about helping 
themselves to quantities of literary, mus-
ical, or other copyrighted goodies. 
"The problem has become acute in 
by Paul M. Schrock 
recent years because photocopy machines 
make duplicating music so easy and 
inexpensive," Paul Wohlgemuth report-
ed recently in a Christianity Today arti-
cle titled, "Singing to a Stolen Tune." 
"But every time a piece of copyrighted 
music is illegally duplicated, the compos-
er/arranger, author, and publisher are 
robbed of their rightful compensation," 
Wohlgemuth noted. 
"The end result of illegal photocopy-
ing of music is that the copyright holders 
lose money, the cost of music escalates 
to help compensate for such losses, good 
people become cheaters, and Christian 
ministries become blemished. In fact, 
everyone loses except the manufacturers 
of copying machines and supplies." 
Churches have been taken to court by 
some music publishers because they 
have purchased single copies of choir 
music and have photocopied enough 
sets for their choirs to use. The courts 
have found these churches in clear viola-
tion of the copyright law. 
Other churches have sought to avoid 
such infringement of rights by preparing 
handout sheets containing only the 
words of various songs and choruses. 
This seems to be an ethical solution for 
bringing songs together from a variety 
of sources for use by a congregation, 
youth group, convention, or camp pro-
gram. Right? 
Wrong, according to Pat Dunn, copy-
right specialist and permissions editor 
with Word, Inc., publishers of Lexicon 
Music and owner of Rodeheaver music 
copyrights. According to Ms. Dunn, 
any duplication or photocopying of the 
words or music of a copyrighted song is 
in violation of the law. Furthermore, 
any alternations or new arrangements of 
copyrighted music must be cleared with 
the owner. However, such requests are 
seldom denied. 
Is it copyrighted? 
How can one determine if a song is 
protected by copyright? First, look for a 
copyright notice printed with the song 
itself. If the song is in a hymnbook, and 
a notice does not appear with the song, 
determine whether ownership is clari-
fied in an acknowledgement or sources 
section at the front or the back of the 
book. Even if a piece of music (or a 
hymnbook) is out of print, the copyright 
is likely still in force. 
For permission to make copies of a 
song, address your request to the per-
missions department of the publisher 
claiming the copyright. (Publishers' ad-
dresses appear in Literary Marketplace 
or Books in Print, available in the 
resource section of most libraries.) 
If the status of a song in a collection is 
unclear, contact the publisher of the 
book itself. Most publishers are open to 
modest use of their material, often with-
out payment of a fee, providing you 
secure written permission and are care-
ful to include their specified credit line 
on any copies you prepare and distribute. 
Some older music and literary mate-
rial is no longer protected by copyright 
law. It is said to be "in public domain." 
Under the United States Copyright Act 
of 1976 which became effective January 
1, 1978, any material originally copy-
righted prior to 1906 is in public domain 
and may be used freely by anyone with-
out securing permission. Material more 
recent than 1906 may still enjoy copy-
right protection depending whether 
proper copyright renewal procedures 
were followed by the copyright owners. 
As one might expect, the copyright 
law is quite complex. The law itself runs 
to 60 pages in fine print and is subject to 
further interpretation as legal suits seek 
to clarify the confusing and even con-
flicting provisions of the law. 
For more detailed information related 
to your use of copyrighted songs, request 
a copy of the 16-page booklet, The Uni-
ted States Copyright Law: A Guide for 
Church Musicians, from the Church 
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Music Publishers Association, P.O. Box 
4329, Washington, D.C. 20012. A com-
plete copy of the Copyright Law of 1976 
and further information on any copy-
right matters may be obtained from The 
Copyright Office, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C. 20559. Comparable 
information for Canadians can be secur-
ed by writing to The Copyright Office, 
Hull, Canada K1A0E1. 
The seriousness with which the govern-
ment views copyright matters is evident 
f rom the severe penalties allowed for 
violations of the 1976 U.S. copyright 
law. Fines from $250 to $10,000 may be 
imposed for statuatory copyright dam-
ages and, if the court finds willful non-
compliance, up to $50,000 may be award-
ed per infringement! 
The copyright law is not intended to 
inhibit the encouragement or practice of 
the creative arts. Rather it defines and 
establishes a climate in which the crea-
tive process can mature and thrive with 
equal protection for all. 
Principle of "fair use" 
Included in the law is the principle of 
"fair use." This provision allows one to 
use a small portion of a copyrighted 
work without securing permission, pro-
vided such use does not adversely affect 
the market of the copyrighted work nor 
diminish the value of the copyrighted 
work to its owner. 
Thus it is not necessary to secure 
permission to reproduce in a church bul-
letin, for instance, paragraphs from a 
book, providing information is included 
regarding the source. (List title, author, 
publisher, and date of publication.) 
Certain fair use exemptions are allow-
ed for performance by a church of copy-
righted religious material. According to 
the law, nondramatic musical works, or 
dramatic-musical works of a religious 
nature, may be used in the course of 
services at places of worship or at a 
religious assembly without the payment 
of performance fees that normally are 
required. The exemption does not apply 
to secular musical plays, even if they 
have an underlying religious theme and 
are performed in the course of a service. 
Groups presenting dramas in churches 
should work from purchased copies of 
the drama and observe any restrictions 
printed in the piece regarding securing 
permission and possible payment of 
royalties. When in doubt about your 
obligations, contact the publisher. 
Consider, for example, Urie Bender's 
book of dramatic interpretations from 
the Gospel of Mark, To Walk in the 
Way (Herald Press, 1979). A five-para-
graph performance rights policy state-
ment covering various uses of the mate-
rial appears on page 22 of the book. 
It reads in part, "No written permis-
sion is required and no performance 
royalties are charged for any portion of 
this book read or performed in worship 
services, Sunday school classes, or other 
similar regular congregational meetings. 
This policy is based on the assumption 
that participants are working from pur-
chased copies of the book." 
However, in other specified instances, 
it points out, written permission and 
payment of performance fees are requir-
ed. A caution on the copyright page 
says, "No part of this book may be re-
produced without written permission 
f rom the publisher." 
When modest fees are assessed for 
performance of material from this book, 
a major portion of the fee is forwarded 
to Urie Bender, who makes his living as 
a free-lance playwright and author. A 
portion of the fee helps reimburse the 
publisher for its investment in what has 
so far been a financially unprofitable 
publication put forth as a service to the 
church. 
Other material copyrighted 
Another area in which caution needs 
to be observed is in the duplication and 
distribution of cassette recordings of 
dramatic readings, musical presentations, 
or other copyrighted material. Permis-
sion for this must always be secured 
from the publisher or copyright owners 
involved, including payment of required 
royalties and identification of the source 
of the material. It is unethical to distrib-
ute a recording even of a sermon or 
lecture without the written permission 
of the speaker and an understanding 
regarding the intended uses of the mate-
rial and the terms that will apply. 
Certain exceptions are considered fair 
use for educational purposes. A single 
copy of the following copyrighted mate-
rial may be made by a teacher for prepa-
ration to teach or for use in the class-
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room: (1) a chapter from a book; (2) an 
article from a periodical or newspaper; 
(3) a short story, short essay, or short 
poem whether or not from a collective 
work; (4) a chart, diagram, drawing, 
cartoon, or picture from a book, period-
ical, or newspaper. 
Within specified guidelines, multiple 
copies of the above may be made by or 
for the teacher for classroom use. Among 
the restrictions are these: (1) the number 
of copies may not exceed one copy per 
pupil in a course; (2) not more than one 
short poem, article, essay, or two ex-
cerpts may be copied from the same 
author, nor more than three from the 
same collective work or periodical 
volume during one class term; (3) no 
more than nine instances of multiple 
copying are allowed for one course dur-
ing one class term; (4) copying shall not 
be used to create or to replace or substi-
tute for anthologies, compilation, or col-
lective works; (5) no copying of consum-
able works for study or teaching is 
permissible, including workbooks, exer-
cises, standardized tests, test booklets, 
and answer sheets. 
Copying (1) shall not substitute for 
the purchase of books, publishers' re-
prints, or periodicals; (2) shall not be 
directed by higher authority; (3) shall 
not be repeated with respect to the same 
item by the same teacher from term to 
term; and (4) no charge to the student 
may be made beyond the actual cost of 
photocopying. 
"Ten excuses" used 
Keith W. Drury in an article in Lead, 
a children's worker's publication of the 
Wesleyan Church, noted ten excuses 
Christians use when copying copyright-
ed books, songs, and sheet music: (1) 
everybody does it; (2) you probably 
won't get caught; (3) even if caught, 
prosecution is doubtful; (4) it doesn't 
involve much money; (5) the owners will 
never miss it; (6) it will save you money; 
(7) it will save you time; (8) the law is 
confusing; (9) the owners are Christians 
anyway; and (10) it's for a good cause. 
Now that your conscience has been 
enlightened, I hope you will not find 
these arguments acceptable when you 
are tempted to take a candy bar or 
pocketknife or to help yourself to liter-
ary, musical, or other copyrighted 
goodies. 
The author is hook editor for Herald 
Press, a division of Mennonite Publishing 
House, Scottdale, Pennsylvania. A Meet-
inghouse article. 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
On Sunday morning, Aug. 2, a Bible Breakfast 
was held by the Carlisle congregation for the 
Primary Department and their families. Bibles 
were presented to the girls and boys who just 
completed second grade. • A Galilean Service was 
held at the Colyer Lake by the Colyer congrega-
tion. Good attendance was reported. 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Locust Grove 
congregation sponsored the film, "Say it With 
Music" on Sunday evening, July 26. • A farewell 
service was held on Sunday evening, July 26, by 
the New Guilford congregation for their assistant 
pastoral family, the Terry Hokes. Rev. Hoke has 
assumed pastoral responsibilities for the Van Lear 
congregation. 
The Wingert Family Singers presented both the 
morning and evening services to the Spring Hope 
congregation. • Thirteen persons where baptized 
by the West Shore congregation in a Sunday 
afternoon service recently. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Lancaster congregation held a Hiroshima-
Nagasaki Peace Service on Sunday evening, Aug. 
9, with a documentary film being shown. Rev. 
John Stoner gave the message. • The Manheim 
congregation held an installation service for Rev. 
Roy Peterman on Sunday morning, Aug. 9. 
A food shower was held for Bruce and Maijorie 
Gerlach by the Manor congregation, on Sunday 
morning, Aug. 2. Bruce was installed as Minister 
of Music and Administrative Assistant. • Sunday 
morning, Aug. 2, was Rev. Andrew Stoner's fare-
well message to the Souderton congregation. Rev. 
Jay Sisco will assume pastoral responsibilities. 
Canadian Conference 
On Sunday evening, Aug. 10, the Heise Hill 
congregation welcomed the Marlin Ressler family 
as their pastoral couple, with a food shower. A 
Church Family Album was also presented to the 
Resslers. 
Central Conference 
The Bethel (Merrill) congregation reports hold-
ing a Baby Dedication Service on Sunday, Aug. 2. 
• Seven persons were accepted into fellowship by 
the Christian Union congregation on Sunday 
morning, Aug. 2. Three persons were baptized. 
A farewell dinner was held on Sunday, Aug. 9, 
for the Louis Cobers by the Highland congrega-
tion. Edgar and Patsy Wright were installed as the 
pastoral couple on Aug. 16. • "Homeward 
Bound," a music ministry team from Messiah Col-
lege, presented a morning program to the Nappa-
nee congregation and an evening program to the 
Union Grove congregation on Sunday, Aug. 2. 
Midwest Conference 
The Oak Park congregation held a farewell ser-
vice for their pastoral family, the Verle Brubakers, 
on Wednesday evening, July 8. A potluck supper 
was held prior to the service. • A Baptismal Ser-
vice was held by the Zion congregation on Sun-
day, Aug. 2, for three persons. 
Pacific Conference 
Rev. Carl Morey is now assisting Rev. Herb 
Anderson as pastor of Evangelism for the Chino 
congregation. • The Ontario congregation wel-
comed the Ron Freemans as their pastoral family 
on August 1. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Bencsik: Heidi Beth, Feb. 11; Rory and Lori 
Bencsik, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Cross: Jillyan Marie, June 10; Craig and Kim-
berly Cross, Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi. 
Germak: Zachary Paul, Jan. 4; James and 
Linda Germak, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Groff: Sarah Marie, July 24; Jeffrey and Robin 
Groff, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Hostetter: Nicole Dawn, July 21; Steve and 
Nancy Hostetter, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Leaver: Tabitha Dawn, Jan. 9; Randy and 
Tina Leaver, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Light: Heidi Marie, July 10; Bob and Beth 
Light, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Lints: Adam Curtis, July 31; Thomas and 
Claudia Lints, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Jona than Andrew, June 26; Jonathan 
and Cindy Miller, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Tyson: Magan Marie, June 24; Steve and 
Debby Tyson, Navajo Mission, Bloomfield, NM. 
Rineer: Joel Matthew, July 27; Randy and 
Elaine Rineer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Wendling: Karen Saretta, Feb. 16; Woody and 
Sue Wendling, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Zeigler: Jennifer Beth, July 22; Roy and Carol 
Zeigler, Carlisle congregation, Pa. 
Corrections 
Rev. Earl Musser(not Rev. Earl Lehman) offi-
ciated at the wedding of Debbie Kuhn and Paul 
Keim, reported in the August 25 issue. 
Also, on page 14 of that issue, Jean Byer (not 
Jean Byers) is a member of the Brethren in Christ 
hymnal committee. 
Weddings 
Byers-Koser: Penny, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harrison Koser, and Randall, son of Bishop and 
Mrs. John A. Byers, both of Elizabethtown, Pa., 
June 27, in the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ 
Church with father of the groom officiating. 
Ditty-Moore: Sharon, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Moore, Hatfield, Pa., and Steven, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ditty, Sellersville, 
Pa., Aug. 16, 1980, in the Souderton Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Andrew Stoner offi-
ciating. 
Gochnauer-Herr: Brenda Herr, daughter of 
Tom and Charlotte Wittas, and Eugene, son of 
Elvin and Ethel Gochnauer, both of Lancaster, 
Pa., April 11, in the Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. 
Groff-Denlinger: Jill, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jere Denlinger, Pequea, Pa., and Timothy, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Groff, Willow Street, 
Pa., May 9, in the Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. 
Heisey-Carson: Cathleen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Carson, Wellsboro, Pa., and Kurt, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Rexville, NY, July 24, 
in the Wellsboro First Baptist Church with Rev. 
Richard Long officiating. 
Heisey-Peters: Linda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Peters, Henderson, Neb., and Daryl, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Rexville, NY, 
Nov. 22, 1980, in the Bethesda Mennonite Church 
with Rev. Richard Long officiating. 
Heyler-Lehman: Joyce, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Lehman, Harrison Valley, Pa., and 
Marty, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Heyler, Westfield, 
Pa., July 11, in the Westfield United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Elwood Flewelling officiating. 
Kiser-Bishop: Denise, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Darwin Bishop, Telford, Pa., and Terry, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Sanford Kiser, Souderton, Pa., 
May 9, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Andrew Stoner officiating. 
Lueders-McEllhenney: Kay M. McEllhenney 
and Jeffrey S. Lueders, July 25, in the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Haw-
baker officiating. 
Martin-Yordy: Lisa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John L. Yordy, and Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
LeRoy Martin, May 23, in the Trinity United 
Church of Christ, Palmyra, Pa., with Rev. David 
Fath officiating. 
Miller-Balmer: Carol Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse G. Balmer, Lititz, Pa., and Richard 
Leon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond H. Miller, 
Landisville, Pa., July 11, in the Middle Creek 
Church of the Brethren with Rev. Paul Brubaker 
and Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
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Miller-Brunt: Gay, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Brunt, Lansdale, Pa., and Richard, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Miller, Harleysville, Pa., 
May 16, in the Ialford Mennonite Church with 
Rev. J. Andrew S tonerand Rev. Lawrence Swart-
zendruber officiating. 
Mowen-Sherrill: Connie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Sherrill Sr., and Mike, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Mowen, July 5, in the Hollowell 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth 
Engle and Rev. Norman Deshong officiating. 
Sheeler-Alleman; Sally, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Alleman, and Mike, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elwood Sheeler, June 14, in the Conoy 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jay Sisco 
officiating. 
Smith-Grade): Rhonda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Gradel, and Michael, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Smith, both of Sellersville, Pa., May 2, 
in the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. J . Andrew Stoner officiating. 
Obituaries 
Flaming: Mrs. Lillian Flaming, born Jan. 28, 
1916, died July 15, 1981. She was married to H ugo 
Flaming who preceded her in death in 1970. She is 
survived by two sons: Tim and Dan; and seven 
grandchildren. She was a member of the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. Alvin Burkholder. 
Interment was in the Bellevue Cemetery. 
Hall: Mrs. Mable Engle Hall, born Dec. 10, 
1905, in Abilene, Ks„ died July 29, 1981, in San 
Diego, Ca. She was married to David B. Hall who 
preceded her in death. She is survived by a son, 
J o h n E.; a daughter, Mrs. Barbara Diaz; five 
grandchildren; and a brother. She and her hus-
band spent 20 years in Africa as missionaries. She 
was a member of the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder and Rev. James 
Ashley . E n t o m b m e n t was in the Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Hykes: Amos Hykes, born Nov. 5, 1910, died 
July 3, 1981. He is survived by his wife, Alice; 11 
children; 33 grandchildren; and 2 great-grandchil-
dren. The funeral service was conducted in the 
Hollowell Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Kenneth Engle and Rev. Fred Johns, his son-in-
law, officiating. 
Vanderveer: Rev. Joseph 
Vanderveer, born July 4, 
1893 in Sherkston, Ont., 
died July 17, 1981, in Pon-
tiac, MI. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Edna 
Jane, and is survived by 
three daughters: Mrs. Beu-
lah Cox, Mrs. Gretta Lekki, 
a n d Mrs . N a o m i Moss ; 
three sons: Mark, Myron, 
and Martin; 17 grandchil-
dren; 42 great-grandchildren; 9 great-great-grand-
children; and three sisters. On Jan. 12, 1974 he 
married Mrs. Dora Vandeveer. 
He was saved at 10 years of age and was bap-
Roxbury Holiness Camp—1981 
Lovely weather, large attendances, 
and inspiring preaching combined to 
make an exceptionally good camp meet-
ing at Roxbury Holiness Camp, July 29 
through August 9. 
The keynote address was given by the 
Camp Director John Hawbaker on the 
camp theme: "Living the Spirit-Filled 
Life." The message pointed out some of 
the issues of practical living that are to 
follow the experience of full surrender 
and entire sanctification. "When God 
gives us a command, it means two 
things: He really expects us to obey it; 
and He will give us the grace that will 
enable us to obey it." 
Evangelists were Luke Keefer, Jr. and 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, president of Asbury 
College. Both men lifted up the unity of 
tized at 12 years of age. He was an ordained 
minister, pastor, and evangelist in the Brethren in 
Christ Church and founded the Maple Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church where he held his 
membership for many years and until his death. 
The funeral service was held in the Maple Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Bruce Pear-
son, his nephew, and Rev. Levi Troyer officiating 
Interment was in the Hillman Township Cemetery. 
Tribute 
God has called one of his choice servants 
home. The translation of our brother Vanderveer 
touches deeply all those who remember him. His 
influence was felt far and wide in the circles of the 
Brethren in Christ and beyond. His revival meet-
ings were appreciated in many parts of the 
brotherhood. 
He began preaching early in this century at 17 
years of age, and was ordained to the ministry by 
Bishop Jona than Lyons in 1922, at Mooretown 
Brethren in Christ Church, Sandusky, Ml. He 
served at Mooretown Church, at Gladwin Church, 
at Welland (Ontario, Canada), at Akron, Ohio, 
and at Maple Grove Church (Rust), Michigan. In 
addition to that he engaged in extensive evangelis-
tic work in the Brethren in Christ Church and for 
other denominations. By his own recent recollec-
tion he "held meetings in Canada—30 or more, 25 
or more in Pennsylvania, in Virginia 8, in Ken-
tucky 8, in Kansas 6, Illinois 5, Ohio 8, Oklahoma 
4, Nebraska 5, Oregon 1, Alabama I, Michigan 
10." Also he stated that he held 20 meetings for the 
Missionary Church and 12 for the Methodist 
Church—truly an impressive record. 
Brother Joe Vanderveer was one of the unique 
men of his day. The Brethren in Christ Church is 
the richer for his ministry and selfless service. We 
pay tribute to our brother on his translation to 
glory. 
David E. Climenhaga, Bishop 
Central Conference, for 
the Board of Bishops 
the Scriptures as they showed close rela-
tionships between the way God worked 
in the Old Testament as compared with 
the New Testament. Dr. Kinlaw is gifted 
in describing profound theological truth 
in simple language and stories. On total 
surrender to the Lord, Kinlaw said: 
"God's plans for you are always bigger 
and better than your plans for you." 
Other speakers included Doug Sider: 
"What happens to me makes little dif-
ference; what happens in me makes all 
the difference in the world"; Thom 
Werthman, converted rabbi who gave 
his life story; and Darius Salter, Execu-
tive Director of Christian Holiness 
Association. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Knapp of Mar-
ion, Indiana, were the musicians. Mrs. 
Knapp's radiant facial expressions 
brought a holy halo to their songs. Ken-
neth's offertory music on trombone was 
magnificent, often consisting of a trio as 
he had a dual recording of his own play-
ing that accompanied his live perform-
ance. 
Youth Camp was directed by Carl 
Rosenberry and Bill Baublitz and fea-
tured such messages as obedience, pray-
er, freedom from insecurity. Special 
events included horse-and-stagecoach 
demonstration (to illustrate God's train-
ing of the believer); slide presentation 
"Our Father Planned It All"; music by 
the Gabriels, a quartet from Newville; 
and a two-hour youth talent contest. 
"God's Library" was theme for the 
Children's Camp, led by Ken and Aud-
rey Brubaker. Children learned from 
memory the books of the Bible, and 
were given popsicle sticks imprinted 
with the names of the Bible books, in 
color-coded sections (as law, history, 
etc.) Boys and girls competed in offer-
ings (girls won) and brought in $ 1,011.00 
for the printing of the book "Following 
Jesus" for the church in Zambia. 
"The Roxbury Ripple," a daily news-
paper edited by Rev. Roger Witter and 
Mrs. Helen Kanode, captured the high-
lights of quotes, news, humor, weather, 
and the meal count. The highest single 
meal count was 2,051 on the last Sunday 
at noon. 
Roxbury Holiness Camp 1982 
July 28 through August 8 
Evangelists: Dr. Orville Butcher and 
C. B. Byers 
September, 10 1981 7 
What are the Brethren in Christ doing 
in urban missions? Can we minister to 
people in the city or should we leave 
urban ministry to someone else? These 
are significant questions. 
Large churches, basically middle-
class, are moving from the city to the 
suburbs. There is too much crime and 
violence. Or the complaint is that people 
don't know their neighbors or that their 
neighbors don't care about them or their 
problems. 
In June and July of 1981, a Summer 
Institute was offered at Simpson Col-
lege, San Francisco, on the needs of the 
cities. It was advertised in the Evangeli-
cal Visitor. The response to the Institute 
was far from good—only five attended 
and only one was from the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Not only did this pro-
gram not attract people, but not much 
interest has been shown in other urban 
studies courses available on both the 
east and west coasts. What is the 
problem? 
It seems that we Christians are depend-
ing on the government to do our work. 
Since April 1980, Bob and Carol Spangler 
have been directing the rescue mission on 
Folsom Street in San Francisco. They are 
members of the Fairview Avenue congrega-
tion in Waynesboro, PA, and have two 
children—Shelley and Shane. 
But scripture says Christians are to care 
for the needy. Many in our cities are 
truly needy, materially and spiritually, 
but we ignore them. 
As loving, caring Christians, we need 
to be willing to give of ourselves. This 
may mean going to and living in the 
cities to reach persons living there. Our 
time, money and all material things 
must be available to Christ. Each of us 
must ask, "What can I do to reach peo-
ple in the city for Christ?" 
Just as Christ made himself available 
to people in his time and ministered to 
their needs, so Christians today should 
follow in his footsteps. Christ came to 
where the people were. He lived, talked 
and taught in the city. We have a 
responsibility to people in the city— 
many men, women and children there 
need to hear the good news of Christ. 
What can we do? 
—Just as we train missionaries to go 
to foreign countries to preach the gospel 
of Christ, so we must do the same for 
those in North America. While in ser-
vice here in San Francisco I attended 
Dr. Craig Ellison's Introduction to Ur-
ban Studies course at Simpson College. 
It was in this class that I began to see the 
needs of people living in the city. 
—We must survey cities to discover 
what kind of ministry we should have to 
meet the needs of people there. Many 
large cities have "mini-countries" within 
them, made up of various ethnic groups, 
each with its own needs. 
—We need to examine such things as 
why people have been on welfare and 
food stamp programs for three genera-
tions, and why young people turn to 
drugs, crime and many other city vices. 
—We need to learn what city life is 
like firsthand. Many Christians who live 
in the middle or upper income levels 
know nothing about what the poor deal 
with just to survive daily. 
Here in San Francisco, the Life Line 
Mission has been helping alcoholics, 
drug addicts and the homeless. But 
more needs to be done. Many families 
need our help. We need to hear the cry 
for justice of people in the city. 
In Bishop Harvey Sider's book, The 
Church in Mission (Brethren in Christ 
Heritage Series), he asks the Brethren in 
Christ several questions and discusses 
suggestions for urban missions. (See 
Chapter 7, "Updating Missions Strategy 
at Home.") Many of his questions have 
been left unanswered and little has been 
done with his suggestions for reaching 
the inner city. 
I thank the Lord for the vision of our 
church leaders regarding urban minis-
try. The Brethren in Christ have been a 
people of vision in the past; we will be so 
in the future. The time to act is now. 
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Church planting in 
Houston considered 
David Habegger describes the church planting possibilities in the 
metropolitan Houston area. 
Henry Landis represented the Mid-
west Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ in discussions concerning a coor-
dinated church planting effort in Hous-
ton, Texas, the fastest growing city in 
the United States. 
In a June 9 meeting, persons repre-
senting the Mennonite Church, General 
Conference Mennonites, Mennonite 
Brethren, Church of the Brethren and 
Brethren in Christ heard a report from a 
team they had earlier commissioned to 
visit Houston. In addition to Henry 
Landis, pastor of the Abilene, KS con-
gregation, the study team included 
David Habegger (church planter for the 
General Conference Mennonites and 
church planting consultant for the Men-
nonite Church), Ken Gardner (Menno-
nite Brethren pastor in Garden City, 
KS), Raymer Cox (Church of the 
Brethren, Cushing, OK), and John 
Heyerly (pastor of the Houston Men-
nonite Church). 
Although the inter-Mennonite group 
at the June 9 meeting stopped short of 
full-scale cooperation in their approach 
to the Houston area, efforts by each of 
the five denominations will be reported 
to a central committee which will moni-
tor the activity of the groups as they 
begin church planting work in the city. 
The General Conference Mennonite's 
Western District seemed the most anx-
ious of the five bodies to get involved in 
what the group feels is a new, rapidly 
expanding mission field. Norma Wiens, 
member of the conference's home mis-
sions committee, indicated that "the 
Western District is willing to go into 
Houston with a substantial budget com-
mitment in the next year." 
A Mennonite Brethren spokesman 
asserted that" 1982 is a strong possibility 
in terms of our entrance into a Houston 
ministry, but first we would need to 
search for the right kind of church 
planter. We'd also have an interest in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area." 
Speaking for the Midwest Confer-
ence of the Brethren in Christ, Henry 
Landis agreed that 1982 presented "a 
strong possibility." There is some con-
cern, however, regarding the wisdom of 
going to a city that distant from existing 
Brethren in Christ churches. The con-
The concerns Bob Spangler voices on page 8 are being shared 
by a growing number of persons throughout our church. 
Brethren in Christ, along with other evangelical groups, working 
in New York City, San Francisco and other large urban centers 
are searching for ways to minister effectively to persons without 
hope. Faced with complex urban social problems, they are dis-
covering ways to utilize the wide range of resources among the 
Brethren in Christ in city ministries. New efforts to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ in the city will require quality personnel with 
creativity and energy, guided by the Holy Spirit. 
For more information about how you can become involved in 
urban missions contact Arlene B. Miller, Secretary of Home 
Ministries, P.O. Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022; (717) 
367-7045. 
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ference's extension board is attempting 
to move into major population centers 
nearer to present Brethren in Christ 
congregations. 
Consultants agreed that denomina-
tional entrees into the city would need to 
be carried out carefully and somewhat 
independently of the existing church 
there, although contact with the local 
group concerning information about 
new efforts would be desirable. 
Gardner, one of those who travelled 
to Houston to participate in the study, 
described some of the current efforts 
under way in the city. "The Southern 
Baptists have had good success with 
clusters of house churches. They start 
with three small groups which then get 
together to form one fellowship for 
weekly worship on Sundays. The rest of 
the time, they continue operating as 
independent study groups. The fellow-
ship group will usually come within 
three months," he reported. 
Landis expressed the need for each 
group to be able to exercise a certain 
freedom in their work. "We need some 
flexibility to minister as we see best. 
Let's not get tied up in the coordination 
of things," he urged. Communication 
with each other and mutual support will 
be more helpful than organized struc-
tures. 
The denominational representatives 
agreed that a loose cooperation might 
work best, and concurred that the study 
group might also serve as the coordinat-
ing committee. The group would have 
no veto over the action of any denomi-
nation, but would exist to simply be the 
body to which new ventures or expe-
riences could be reported. David Ha-
begger agreed to chair the new coordi-
nating committee, and will decide when 
further meetings are necessary. 
Adapted from a Meetinghouse article bv 
Larry Cornies. 
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by Pete and Mim Stern 
For a long time there have been 
repeated cries from the Copperbelt Pro-
vince of Central Zambia calling some-
one to come over into that Macedonia 
and help. The mining industry has called 
workers and technicians to that Canaan 
land for many years and as is often the 
case, the church has lagged behind. The 
situation is similar to what we found in 
Lusaka—many readily describe them-
selves as followers but not leaders, hence 
the seeming state of active inertia among 
the church people. Meanwhile some are 
being absorbed into other denomina-
tions. Some evaporate. 
Ammon Mweetwa has had a group 
meeting in Luanshya for years. There 
must be lots and lots of our people in 
Ndola and Kitwe. (A 1979-80 census by 
the Zambian church identified over 600 
Brethren in Christ in the Copperbelt.) 
We keep finding new faces in our Lu-
saka church who are Choma-area peo-
ple who just now heard that there is a 
church in the capital city. 
It takes money for new ventures. We 
need to think of ways to help reach our 
urban people without gulping down 
great hunks of our mission budget. One 
suggestion is the self-supporting mis-
sionary. 
Pete and Mim Stern serve in a church-
planting ministry in Lusaka, capital of 
Zambia. 
If caring, self-motivating, spiritually 
warm professionals with church plant-
ing enthusiasm could find employment 
in technical centers in the Copperbelt, 
they could give many-faceted support to 
national leadership there. From expe-
rience, we find it useful to be able to sit 
and talk things out with national leaders— 
successes, problems, evaluate former 
methods and visualize new and better 
ways, set goals and think creatively. This 
par tnership has mutual benefit as 
knowledge and experience are shared. 
You will appreciate that this self-support-
ing ministry demands a special type of 
professional. 
Another noteworthy item is the 
planned emergence in 1982 of the Theo-
logical College of Central Africa, sta-
tioned in Ndola. This facility is under 
the sponsorship of the Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Zambia and needs the full 
support of the evangelical churches. 
Plans are to use an existing Bible college 
plant, and expand the curriculum and 
rating to the degree level. This will min-
ister to students of college level and must 
not be confused with Sikalongo Bible 
Institute which deals with students on a 
lower academic level. Both levels of 
training are necessary. Identification by 
the Brethren in Christ with this college 
may be beneficial to our Copperbelt 
churches. Will you pray about this? (The 
University of Zambia now has a campus 
in Ndola.) 
Brother George Hansumo has been 
assigned as the national missionary to 
this area. He needs housing (which is 
scarce). He will need many other things 
as plans develop. Pray for him and his 
physical needs. 
Pray too for vision for the as yet hid-
den Copperbelt church, that they will 
see how easily they can support the 
Lord's work there as they experience 
Bible-taught giving and living. 
At the request of the Zambian 
church , Overseer J o n a t h a n 
Mwaalu and Pastor George Han-
sumo studied at Fuller Seminary 
during 1980-81 in preparation 
for the new work in the Copper-
belt. They completed their stu-
dies and left the United States 
for Zambia June 17. 
As part of his visit to Zambia 
in August 1981, Overseas Secre-
tary Roy Sider met with the 
Executive Council of the Zam-
bian church. A major item of 
discussion was the Copperbelt 
church-planting venture, which 
is planned to begin before the 
end of 1981. Roy also partici-
pated in the General Conference 
and 75th Anniversary celebra-
tions in Zambia. 
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SONLIGHT 
A VS OPPORTUNITY FOR CHURCHES 
Sharing the gospel with 
juvenile offenders 
Over two years ago in Stark County, 
Ohio, a unique ministry was born under 
the sponsorship of the Brethren in Christ 
and Mennonite Churches of that area. 
Sonlight Ministries is a Christian out-
reach to juvenile offenders living in the 
community; many lives have been 
changed by the redeeming power of 
Jesus Christ working through this organi-
zation. The joy and satisfaction of seeing 
lives transformed by far outweighs the 
effort expended in such a labor of love. 
The opportunity is now available for 
other churches in other communities to 
begin a similar ministry to juvenile 
offenders. Seeking to share a workable 
model with others, Sonlight is prepared 
to offer training and assistance to indi-
viduals and churches who feel called to 
this type of ministry. With very few 
financial resources, an effective method 
of evangelizing and discipling juvenile 
offenders can be developed, utilizing 
church facilities and volunteers. Doors 
are opening up all over the country for 
ministering to offenders. The Church 
needs to be at the forefront, following 
the commands of Jesus to visit those in 
prison and to preach deliverance to the 
captives. 
One unique aspect of Sonlight's min-
istry is that most participants are not 
hardened criminals, but rather first-time 
offenders and those who are not dan-
gerous. Thus many church members can 
safely be involved. The story which fol-
lows gives a brief history of Sonlight's 
development, but many changes and 
adaptations are available in the pro-
posed model. 
In January, 1978, Bob Knapp, a 
juvenile probation officer, began shar-
ing with church leaders a vision for min-
istering to the spiritual needs of juvenile 
delinquents. Frustrated by court-impos-
ed limitations to sharing the gospel, he 
sought support for a ministry to proba-
tion-type individuals who had violated 
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the law but were not incarcerated for a 
long period of time. Such a ministry 
would include evangelism at the Juve-
nile Attention Center where they are 
held prior to court and a discipleship 
program following their release. Follow-
up would include biblical counseling, 
Bible study, weekly youth group meet-
ings, a big brother or sister and a crisis 
hotline. 
After several months of sharing this 
idea, a board was formed to give guid-
ance, and support was sought from mis-
sion boards and local churches. To 
avoid a conflict of interest, Bob needed 
to resign as a probation officer, which he 
did in May, 1979, to begin fulltime work 
for Sonlight. (A full-time director, how-
ever, would not be necessary in most 
other situations.) 
In the two years following its begin-
ning, Sonlight has ministered to over 
100 individuals. Although many who at 
first appeared to be sincere dropped out 
after the external pressure of the court 
was removed, others have taken serious-
ly the call to discipleship and have been 
radically transformed. One such young 
man was Jeff. He had been in trouble so 
often that the judge told Bob he could 
try to help, but the court would waste no 
more time or personnel on Jeff. Having 
been incarcerated three times previous-
ly, Jeff would be tried as an adult the 
next time, even though he was 17. The 
Lord delivered Jeff from smoking, drink-
ing, a violent temper, and a life of crime. 
It was a joy to watch the transformation 
as each week more biblical truth would 
be revealed to him in counseling, and he 
would take it to heart and change. 
Unfortunately, Jeff had committed 
several crimes prior to his conversion for 
which he was not arrested until several 
months later. True to his word, the 
judge sent Jeff to the adult court system 
where he could be sentenced to prison 
for decades. By the time sentencing 
occurred, Jeff had been a Christian for 
seven months, and the adult judge was 
so impressed with Jeffs change that he 
gave him only six months at the County 
jail. Free, in spite of his surroundings, 
Jeff endured those six months and remain-
ed true to the Lord. 
Many similar stories could be told of 
deliverance from sin and wickedness. 
Some have changed from being habitu-
ally truant and disruptive to being model 
students with good attendance and 
grades. Family problems so acute that 
parents filed criminal charges against 
their children have been resolved as the 
power and love of Jesus Christ trans-
formed lives. Parents who had given up 
hope have expressed appreciation as 
they see these changes occur right before 
their eyes. 
For most young people, the trans-
formations cited above are not instan-
taneous. Consistent love and support 
from both adults and peers are extreme-
ly important. Sonlight seeks to provide 
these necessary ingredients during this 
crucial time but encourages and expects 
participants to become involved in a 
local church where ongoing discipleship 
and nurture can take place. 
Does this type of ministry sound 
exciting? Do you or your church feel a 
nudge from the Holy Spirit to consider 
developing a similar ministry in your 
community? If so, please contact Bob 
Knapp at the address below for more 
information. Financial sponsorship by 
the home church or area congregations 
could enable a prospective leader to 
experience a year or two of training and 
internship and Sonlight would provide 
assistance and guidance in transplanting 
this ministry into your community. 
For more information contact Bob 
Knapp at: 
Sonlight Ministries 
703 13th St. N.W. 
Canton, Ohio 44703 
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On June 5-15, 18 youth from the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church, 
Mifflintown, Pa., traveled by bus to 
Pharr, Texas, where they served the 
Palm Valley Church. They were accom-
panied by Youth Advisors, Ed and 
Janet Mayes and Youth Pastor, Ken 
Hepner, his wife, Raina and their 2 sons. 
On a recent Sunday evening at Cedar 
Grove they showed slides and shared 
their experiences. Hear it as they told it. 
I praise God for the opportunity to go 
to Pharr. While there I taught Pre-
Kindergarten children during Bible 
School. It was an eye-opening expe-
rience. It taught me to appreciate all 
teachers involved in our Sunday School. 
The trip also helped me to realize how 
important my pastor and church board 
are and how much work they do. Praise 
God for the support of many of our 
church people by way of their prayers 
and the "care" packages they sent with 
us. The packages kept us in touch with 
home and reminded us of people back 
home who were praying for us. We had 
so little time and there was much to be 
done. I pray that God will take the 
"seeds" which we planted and bring 
them up to a full "harvest." 
Cathy Weiand 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, I want to tell 
you a little about the Pharr, Texas trip. I 
was the teacher of the Fourth through 
Sixth Grades. I thank God for the 
young people I had. I thought they 
wouldn't know much about the Lord, 
but I was surprised to see how much 
they did know. I also saw little kids 
going through garbage just to get some-
thing to eat and running around with 
little or no clothes on. I can't explain the 
feeling that gave me. I know I grew 
closer to the Lord through this trip and I 
thank God for all the wonderful things I 
have. 
Tim Hower 
I thank the Lord for the experiences 
from the Pharr, Texas trip. I have come 
to realize in a greater way the needs of 
others. 
Luke Landis 
For me, leaving for Texas was an 
exciting adventure. When I arrived I 
was ready to dig in and work. I helped 
clean the inside of the parsonage, went 
grocery shopping and cooked meals. 
Donna Renninger and I also taught a 
5th and 6th Grade Bible School Class 
which consisted of 6 girls. Our trip into 
Mexico was a real eye-opener for me. I 
learned to appreciate my home and life-
style very, very much! All in all, it was a 
great trip and I would turn around and 
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It was a very rewarding experience to 
be able to teach children of a different 
culture. The children were very warm 
and loving after we got to know them. 
The children were willing to listen to the 
Bible lesson and they seemed to under-
stand most of what we taught. They 
could answer a lot of questions that were 
asked them. They were full and running 
over with energy when it came to play-
time. It was saddening to see them hun-
grily eat their cookies and gulp down 
their drink. I would very much enjoy 
going back to teach them again. 
Barb Hostetler 
During our stay in Pharr, Texas, we 
taught Vacation Bible School. Crystal 
Lauver and I taught the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Grades Class. There was a 
total of 37 children in it. We taught the 
children lessons on "Who God Is" and 
"Why Jesus Died For Us." The children 
taught our Cedar Grove group two 
songs in Spanish. All of the children 
became very special to us. I want to 
express my thanks to the Eberly family 
for everything they did for us during our 
visit. 
Lori Varner 
On the Pharr trip we did a lot of 
things, but the main things that I did 
were to cut weeds, help wash windows, 
and to teach Bible School to Kinder-
garten-age children with Lisa Beasom. 
The best thing about the trip was being 
with the children because all they asked 
for was a little of our time with a lot of 
love. Praise God for His many blessings 




tfOUth Decide is coming! 
December 28-30, 1981, at French Lick Springs 
Golf and Tennis Resort, French Lick, Indiana 
E 
T » im 
nlightening Speakers 
Bishop Donald Shafer — "Facing the Root Issues 
of Moral Decisions" 
Rev. Warren Hoffman — "The Biblical Basis of 
Moral Decisions" 
Rev. Doug Sider — "Living with Your Decisions 
after the Convention" 
i e for Fellowship 
The convention begins at 3:30 with get-acquainted 







500-600 strong from all over the United States and 
Canada 
bjectives 
To help youth discover a Christ-centered life. 
To gain a Biblical perspective on contemporary 
problems. 
To provide a Christian setting in which difficult 
social issues can be discussed. 
To give youth a process for making moral decisions. 
To provide concrete help and answers to contem-
porary problems. 
To instill a desire to live a Christian life. 
To promote interaction between youth groups of 
different geographical locations. 
nlimited Recreational Activities 
Swimming, ice skating, tennis, volleyball, basket-
ball, horseback riding, bowling, games, biking, 
health spa, and hiking over 2600 acres. 
H 
otal Cost 
$85 (U.S. currency) includes two nights lodging, 
six meals, all gratuities, convention materials, and 
most recreational activities. 
elpful Counseling Center 
Throughout the convention, a counseling center, 
staffed by church leaders, medical doctors, profes-
sional counselors, and others, will be available for 





ecision-making Psycho-drama Presentation 
The participants will submit problem situations and 
see them enacted dramatically thereby helping 
them to gain psychological insights into the behav-
ior of teenagers when coping with moral decisions. 
This unique Problem Solving Theater approach 
utilizes audience participation to create exciting 
real-life scenes. 
lective Seminars 
Abortions • Birth Control • Christ in my Crowd 
• Coping wi th Parents • Dat ing • Divorce 
• Feminism • Homosexuality • Marijuana/drugs 
• Marriage/Relationships • Materialism/Wealth • 
Movies/Television • Peace Issues • Peer Pressure/ 
Partying • Pre-Marital Sex • Relating to People of 
Different Backgrounds • Rock Music • Social 
Drinking/Tobacco • Teenage Suicide • Women in 
Leadership 
I 
For registration material write: 
Frank J. Fimiano 
"Let YOUth Decide" 
Cherry Road, M.R. 1 
Souderton, PA 18964 
D 
oncert 
A talented group from Messiah College will per-
form a Christian concert on Tuesday, December 
29. 
nteraction Groups 
Each day all participants will meet with their dis-
cussion interaction groups (D.I.G.'s) to do an in-
depth study of that day's convention theme. These 
small groups will allow time for sharing of ideas, 
questioning material presented, and facing per-
sonal challenges. 
evotional Opportunities 
Every morning at 7:00, devotions will be provided 
by outstanding church leaders. 
E ligibility Ninth graders and up. 
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Religious News 
Churches, religious groups 
affected by tax changes 
Three sections of the large tax cut package 
Congress recently sent to President Reagan 
for his signature contain tax changes of spe-
cial interest to U.S. religious groups. 
The final version of the tax cut liberalizes 
both the amount and scope of the Foreign 
Earned Income Tax Exclusion. It also redu-
ces the so-called "Marriage penalty tax" and 
allows a tax deduction for charitable contri-
butions made by persons who elect not to 
itemize deductions when filing federal in-
come tax forms. For Americans who are 
"bona fide" residents of foreign countries, 
Congress agreed to exclude the first $75,000 
income in 1982 and to boost that by $5,000 
annually over the next four years to $95,000. 
It also provides for the exclusion of excess 
housing costs. The new law will replace a 
variety of deductions and exclusions for 
Americans working abroad. 
Congress also changed the current law 
under which a married couple with two 
incomes is taxed at a higher rate than two 
single persons with identical incomes. To 
correct this "marriage penalty," the new law 
allows a couple filing a join return to deduct 
five percent of the first $30,000 in earnings of 
the spouse with the lower income in 1982. 
The deduction increases to 10 percent of the 
first $30,000 in 1983 and the following years, 
meaning a maximum deduction of $3,000. 
Albania "Most Oppressive"; 
El Salvador "Most Violent" 
Albania is the world's most oppressive 
regime, from a religious point of view. El 
Salvador's government response to religious 
challenges is the most violent. And the Scan-
dinavian countries enjoy the broadest reli-
gious freedoms. 
A.D. magazine, published by the United 
Church of Christ and the United Presbyter-
ian Church, reached these conclusions after 
accumulating data from human-rights moni-
toring agencies, the United Nations, citizens 
of more than 50 nations, newspapers, maga-
zines, press services, refugees, and official 
representatives of many countries. 
A.D. editors surmised their study, reach-
ing three general conclusions: The free exer-
cise of religion is limited, to at least a degree, 
almost everywhere. Faithfulness to a religion 
can upon occasion carry heavy price tags of 
discrimination, pain, imprisonment, and 
death. 
Using a broad definition of religion (which 
includes: Bahais, Jews, Muslims, Christians, 
the animists of Africa, Indonesia and hill-
country India, Buddhists, Shintoists, Hin-
dus, and even a general qualifying of social-
ists, but not communists) A.D. established a 
list of the 10 most oppressive nations, f rom a 
religious perspective. The A.D. list includ-
ed: 1. Albania, 2. North Korea, 3. Saudi 
Arabia, 4. Afghanistan, 5. China, 6. the 
U S S R , 7. Czechos lovak ia , 8. Ta iwan , 
9. Israel, 10. South Africa. 
The allowability of the free exercise of the 
religion of one's choice was the standard 
A.D. utilized when cumulating the rankings 
of the ten "most free" areas of the world, in 
regards to religion. The list included: 1. Scan-
dinavia, 2. Switzerland, 3. United King-
dom (excluding Northern Ireland), 4. The 
United States and Canada, 5. France and 
the Benelux nations, 6. Federal Republic of 
Germany, 7. Japan, 8. Austria, 9. Italy, 
10. Mexico. 
LOGUE DIALOGUE DIALOGUE DIALOGUE DIALOGUE DIALOGUE DIALOG 
Children and the Faith 
This letter comes first to say how 
pleased I am with the directions that the 
Visitor is taking these days. Each issue is 
well-planned around an important 
theme or themes and I find the material 
thought-provoking and challenging. I 
appreciate the emphases on peace and 
justice, being world Christians, relating 
to the disabled and needy, and thanking 
God for the growth of the overseas 
church. I was especially pleased with the 
emphasis in a recent issue on relating 
positively and realistically with our 
pastors! 
However, there is one point in an arti-
cle a few issues back that I can't ignore 
even though I have tried. "Mapping the 
Journey toward Mature Faith" (May 25 
Visitor) was an excellent treatment of 
how to build trust in our children and 
lead them to God. I wish I had had some 
of those helps when we were bringing up 
our children. But I was surprised to read 
the author's suggestion of what to do 
when our children want to unite with the 
church. She said, "Although we need to 
affirm their desire to be part of the 
church and assure them that God ac-
cepts them, I think it is appropriate to 
tell them that God's call to repentance 
will come sometime later." I take vigor-
ous exception to that suggestion. 
14 
I understand the concern that chil-
dren grow from concrete to abstract 
understandings of God and I know it is 
essential for individuals to make contin-
ual adult choices to serve God, but I 
think it is wrong to assume that children 
cannot make valid decisions to repent of 
sin (as well as sins). Probably children 
cannot be fully aware of their own 
"great sinfulness before God" but they 
can make far-reaching decisions on the 
basis of what they do understand. I am 
aware of the danger of having children 
of Christian parents grow up thinking 
they are automatically Christians and I 
know that certain Mennonite churches 
are trying to guard against this possibil-
ity, but I believe it is an even greater 
danger to put children off when they 
want to "repent" and tell them they can't 
do it yet. 
Of course it is a mistake to push our 
children into church membership and it 
is probably wise to stall for time if they 
come asking to join the church as young 
children, but the author speaks as though 
joining the church and repenting are 
synonymous. I do not agree. We must 
encourage our children to make impor-
tant decisions about their relationship 
with God whenever they see that such 
decisions need to be made, and such 
decisions can stand for life as they make 
many other adolescent and adult deci-
sions that build on the basic ones. There 
will still be room for young people to "be 
free to experience searching faith," as 
well as to take further steps in their rela-
tionship with other believers. 
Another good Mennonite, Jacob 
Lowen (a renowned anthropologist and 
missionary), says that we should not 
only assist our children to repent while 
they are young but we should also help 
to keep the memory of that decision 
alive in their minds, so that later when 
they are challenged as to the time and 
place of their initial commitment, they 
will know when it is. I'm sorry that I 
don't have the name of the excellent 
article written by Lowen and his wife 
because it was stolen from our car along 
with a Bible and tape recorder one time 
in a city overseas! But in the article they 
too made a plea that we allow our chil-
dren to weigh things and continue to 
make decisions. This can be done, they 
said, on top of the basic decision to turn 
from sin and serve God. This approach 
seems much more sound, to my mind, 
and I would like to present it as an alter-






Summer School for 
Ministry receives 
"good marks" 
The Messiah College Summer School 
for Ministry, a new adventure for the 
college, was in session during the three 
week period, June 15 through July 3. 
Twenty-five students participated in five 
courses covering Biblical studies, preach-
ing, family life, and Brethren in Christ 
history and thought. 
Professor Donald Demaray, Fisher 
Professor of Preaching at Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky, 
was guest professor. His course on 
"Preaching from Luke-Acts" proved a 
valuable experience for students in ser-
mon preparation, preaching with the 
use of audio-visual equipment, and in 
personal growth through classroom inter-
action. Current Brethren in Christ Life, 
a course for stimulation and orientation 
for Brethren in Christ ministry, involved 
nearly 20 students and incorporated 
more than a half dozen denominational 
leaders in teaching and interaction 
phases. 
The School for Ministry attained its 
objective of providing continuing edu-
cation for persons in ministry as nearly 
all students represented some phase of 
active Christian ministry as pastors and 
church workers. About 80 percent of the 
students were Brethren in Christ; the 
balance included pastors and church 
workers from the Grantham area. 
The school received positive response 
from participating students. Intellectual 
and practical information and stimula-
tion, fellowship and interaction with 
other Christian workers, and the oppor-
tunity to wrestle with current issues fac-
ing the church were areas in which par-
ticipants indicated they had received 
help. 
Plans are underway for the second 
session of the School for Ministry next 
summer. With General Conference 
scheduled for convening in California 
early in July, the 1982 School will be 
concentrated into two weeks early in 
June. Course offerings, however, will 
provide an attractive program of con-
tinuing education. A school comparable 
to that of 1981 is projected for the 
summer of 1983. 
—Owen H. Alderfer, Director, 
Summer School for Ministry 
EDITORIAL 
A risky business 
There is a curious phrase in this issue. The author is making a valid 
point, one which I affirm. However, taken out of context, the phrase 
suggests a major problem confronting the church. 
In his report on Sonlight Ministries (p. 11), Bob Knapp invites volun-
teers from across the church to join him and receive 'on the job training' in 
offender ministries. He notes that most of the people he works with "are 
not hardened criminals, but rather first-time offenders and those who are 
not dangerous. Thus many church members can be safely involved." 
I have found Bob and his wife Janice to be persons willing to risk 
themselves in following Christ. Their venture by faith into this particular 
offender ministry is one example. And what he describes in his article is a 
training program which wisely would avoid matching a new volunteer with 
a 'career criminal.' 
Nevertheless, I am struck by the inconsistency of the phrase "safely 
involved." The desire to minimize sacrifice, to limit vulnerability, to hold 
people at arms' length—in short, to be only "safely" involved—this concept 
of discipleship unfortunately characterizes many believers today. 
Nowhere in Scripture or in the annals of church history do we find 
tribute given to those who sought to be "safely involved." Much is written, 
however, about disciples who took great risks because of their faith, even to 
the point of endangering their own lives. 
Two friends, active in an inner city congregation, have taught me a 
lesson on Christian vulnerability. One of the families in the neighborhood 
was experiencing considerable emotional stress and financial difficulty. 
Unable to pay the rent, they lost their apartment. My friends opened their 
own apartment to the family—a mother, her unmarried daughter and 
newborn baby. They made the family feel genuinely at home. They laughed 
and cried together, talked and prayed with each other. Finally, weeks later, 
the mother found a job and they were able to secure a lease on a nearby 
apartment. 
Some people thought my friends were incredibly naive. "You mean you 
both go to work during the day and leave them in your apartment alone? 
What happens when kids come in to visit? Aren't you afraid of getting 
ripped off?" I don't know all of the inner questions and fears my friends 
faced, but clearly they felt the Lord calling them to take some risks in order 
to share God's love with a hurting family. 
Risk-taking is implicit in Bob Spangler's call for the church to "take the 
urban plunge" (p. 8). It is even present in Don Zook's concern for biblical 
stewardship (p. 2). In fact, risk-taking is an integral element in all true 
discipleship. How easy it is, however, to write these words on a Wednesday 
afternoon in Nappanee . . . and how hard to begin to apply the truth of the 
concept, even in my everyday living. As I write, I think of Chet Bitterman, 
the Wycliffe translator killed in Colombia earlier this year, and Zimba-
bwean brothers and sisters whose stories of faithfulness under pressure 
during the recent war we haven't heard. Compared to the risks these 
believers took, whatever vulnerability I feel in serving Christ fades into 
insignificance. 
Yet you and I are called to serve the Lord, beginning right where we are. 
As we follow him, we rather quickly will be confronted with risks to take. 
Then we may take courage from his promise, "Surely I will be with you 
always, to the very end of the age" (Matthew 28:20, NIV). G 
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My Morning Prayer for 
Young Workers 
You know all that has shaped them 
and made them what they are. 
You know wherein there needs to be 
reshaping, remolding, growth, development— 
to conform them to your plan for their future, 
to make them adequate instruments in your hands 
in every place you choose to use them. 
Oh, Heavenly Father, 
you love them with an everlasting love. 
Cause them to know your love this day— 
your infilling of wisdom, 
of grace, 
and of power 
for this day's needs. 
Give them a faith that reaches out, 
that lays hold of you as they 
increasingly experience 
utter dependence upon you. 
In Christ's name I ask, 
Amen and Amen. 
Lord, 
I know them not, 
but you know them. 
You know their past, 
their present 
and their future. 
Dear editor: 
During my hour of Bible reading, 
meditation and prayer this morning, I 
began praying for individuals in our 
local church group. Then, with a spe-
cial inspiration—almost a dictation of 
words—the enclosed prayer burst 
from my lips, word for word as it is 
here. Concluding my prayer, the Spirit 
prompted me, "write it down and mail 
it to them." 
(Except for passing greetings on 
Sunday mornings, I have almost no 
opportunity for sharing with this fine 
young couple, so active in our church. 
Never before in my life have I recorded 
a prayer I spontaneously uttered, nor 
could I have done so had I tried.) 
Re-reading it now, more than 12 
hours later, it occurs to me it applies to 
all of our young people entering or 
about to enter into active service for 
God and the church. 
Use it in the Visitor if you like, when 
appropriate. But I'd rather you not use 
my name—I'm really not the author. 
Just something like "a retiree prays for 
young workers" or whatever you like. 
Yours, happy in His service 
at 78 years, 
(Name withheld) 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
